Is antenatal vitamin K prophylaxis needed for pregnant women taking anticonvulsants?
The objective of this cohort study of a consecutive sample of infants exposed during pregnancy to anticonvulsant drugs was to determine if the mother received late pregnancy prophylaxis with vitamin K, and if any infants had signs of hemorrhagic disease. The medical records of 204 neonates exposed to anticonvulsant drugs in utero and 77 unexposed control neonates were retrospectively reviewed. No hemorrhagic disease was observed, and the incidence of bleeding tendencies was not higher in infants exposed to these drugs compared with control infants, despite no prenatal vitamin K supplementation in all but 1 epileptic woman.